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weapons out of the hands of the most dan-
gerous people through his work on nuclear
nonproliferation.

I am very grateful for Spence’s service and
thank him for his sacrifice and hard work for
America. I wish him and Jane all the best.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Secretary Abraham’s letter of res-
ignation.

Statement on the Resignation of
Ann M. Veneman as Secretary of
Agriculture

November 15, 2004

Ann Veneman has been a strong advocate
for America’s farm and ranch families. As
Secretary of Agriculture, she has been a valu-
able member of my Cabinet, working to en-
sure that we promote economic opportuni-
ties for farmers and ranchers, ensure a safe
and wholesome food supply, and sell Amer-
ican farm products all around the world.

I commend Ann for her efforts to enact
and implement a responsible farm bill with
strong conservation provisions. I greatly ap-
preciate Ann’s leadership in ensuring that we
responded quickly and effectively to protect
the American food supply following the dis-
covery of BSE in the United States and fol-
lowing September 11th. She has helped en-
sure commonsense forest management and
skillfully implemented the Healthy Forests
Initiative. She has played a key role in open-
ing markets and in ensuring a level playing
field for America’s farm products.

Ann has served our country with distinc-
tion and integrity. I appreciate her fine work
and wish her well.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Secretary Veneman’s letter of res-
ignation.

Statement on the Resignation of
Ed Gillespie as Chairman of the
Republican National Committee
November 15, 2004

Ed Gillespie has done an outstanding job
as chairman of the Republican National
Committee. He helped bring many new peo-
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ple to our cause by sharing our vision of a
safer world and more hopeful America. His
successful efforts in outreach, registration,
and voter turnout will be an enduring legacy
on which to build a long-lasting governing
coalition.

Republicans now hold the Presidency, ma-
jorities in both Houses of Congress, and the
majority of governorships and State legisla-
tures. That's due to a lot of hard work by
many people, and one of the most important
contributions has been the personal commit-
ment, creativity, and leadership of Ed Gil-
lespie these past years.

I thank Ed for his exceptional service and
friendship and wish him and Cathy all the
best.

Proclamation 7846—America
Recycles Day, 2004

November 15, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our Nation is dedicated to good steward-
ship of our natural resources. On America
Recycles Day, we reaffirm our commitment
to preserving our resources and recycling.

Our country produces more than 200 mil-
lion tons of municipal solid waste—approxi-
mately 4 pounds of waste per person per day.
As more garbage is generated, the demands
on our landfills, natural resources, and envi-
ronment continue to grow. Recycling helps
conserve energy and natural resources, pro-
vides raw materials for key domestic indus-
tries, reduces air and water pollution, cuts
greenhouse gas emissions, and promotes the
development of cleaner technologies. Recy-
cling and composting diverts millions of tons
of material away from landfills and inciner-
ators. Through curbside collection and recy-
clable drop-off centers, communities across
our Nation are demonstrating their commit-
ment to protecting our environment and to



